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EDUCATION PROVISION IN DARTFORD

1. Summary

1.1  To receive a briefing on the future plans for education provision in Dartford.
2. RECOMMENDATION

2.1 That the Committee thanks Mr Watts for attending and notes the information 
that Mr Watts has provided in relation to education provision in Dartford.

3. Background and Discussion

3.1. At the meeting held on 15 June 2015 the Policy Overview Committee 
received an update on the progress being made with the Ebbsfleet 
Garden City development (minute 9). During discussion Members had 
referred to the impact that the new development would have on 
schools and had been advised by the Head of Regeneration that Kent 
County Council (KCC) together with officers from Dartford were looking 
at schooling requirements, but were considering the Borough as a 
whole rather than focusing on the Ebbsfleet Garden City area alone, 
since some of the issues were relevant beyond Ebbsfleet Development 
Corporation’s boundary.

3.2. Members therefore asked that KCC’s Area Education Officer for North 
Kent, Ian Watts, be invited to a future meeting of the Committee to 
advise on future Primary and Secondary school place provision in the 
Borough.

3.3. It had initially been hoped that a visit could be arranged for the 
Committee’s September 2015 meeting but as work on the next version 
of the school place Kent Commissioning Plan 2016-20 was still being 
progressed, it was suggested that Mr Watts’s visit be delayed until 
March 2016 in order that Members may take the latest proposals and 
plans into account when considering this item.

3.4. Mr Watts will therefore be attending this meeting in order to provide the 
requested briefing and respond to Members’ questions.

3.5. Those parts of the ‘Commissioning Plan for Education Provision in 
Kent for 2016-2020’ that are applicable to Dartford are attached at 
Appendix A.

3.6. The current version of the ‘Commissioning Plan for Education Provision 
in Kent for 2016-2020’ may be accessed here:

https://democracy.kent.gov.uk/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=61244

3.7. This version was presented to the KCC Education and Young People’s 
Services Cabinet Committee on 15 December 2015, where Members 
were recommended to consider and endorse or make 
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recommendations on the Plan prior to the final version being 
considered and approved by Cabinet at a future meeting.  The final 
version of the document will therefore be available after 17 March 
2016.

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan

Not applicable.

5. Financial, legal, staffing and other administrative implications and risk 
assessments

Financial Implications  None

Legal Implications  None 

Staffing Implications  None

Administrative Implications  None 

Risk Assessment  No uncertainties and/or constraints

6. Details of Exempt Information Category

Not applicable.

7. Appendices
          

Appendix A – Extracts from the ‘Commissioning Plan for Education 
Provision in Kent for 2016-2020’ that are applicable to 
Dartford.
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